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Head-Qcarteks,  Dkpaktment  of  Noktu  Oarolika, 
IBth  Army  Coups, 

New  Berne,  May  2rt<A,  1868. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  { 

No.  8L  S 

The  Commanding  General,  in  common  with  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
command,  is  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  most  gallant  officer, 
CoL.  J.  RiciiTER  Jones,  58th  Pa.  Vols.,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
Regiment,  on  the  evening  of  May  23d,  whilst  repelling  an  attack  on 
the  outposts. 

Col.  Jones   won  the  admiration  of  all   in  this  department    by  the  inde 
fatigable,  able,  and  gallant  manner  with  which  lie  tilled  the  arduous 
duties  of  Commander  of  the  Uutpo.sts.  «^ 

He  died  whilst  yet  enjoying  the  triumph  of  a  victory  won  by  hia  valor 
and  counsel. 

To  the  service,  to  this  Department,  iimi  io  his  Regiment,  this  death  has 
been  a  sad  loss,  and  to  all  In  re,  and  to  those  at  home  whom  he 
loved,  the  Commandinj^  (ieneral  offers  his  most  sincere  sympathy. 

May  his  bright  example  lead  many  to  iread  the  ardn-Mis  path  of  duty 
with  as  pure  an  appr.^ciation  of  duly,  and  with  as  firm    unswerving 

tread  as  he. 
All  the  flags  in  this  Department  will  be  carried  at  half  mast  for  the  three 
days  following  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  at  this  Post,  half  hour 
guns  will  be  fired   from    Forts  Totten  and  Rowan,   from   sunri.se  to 
sunset,  to  morrow,  May  27th. 
Bt  Command  or  MAJOR-CiENERAL  J    C    FOSTER: 

SOUTHARD  liOFFMA^I 

AMiintaiit  Atf'^i'tant  General. 
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Another  Hirlyr  ta  the  Cause. 

The  war  for  free  government  is  claiming 
the  blood  of  the  bighost  and  mo8t  favored, 
as  well  as  of  the  poorer  and  uoltnown. 

JoDN  RjcnTER  Jones,  born  in  1804, 
practiced  law  and  was  elevated  to  the 
Bench  in  Philadelphia,  but  about  1849 
retired  to  Sullivan  coyuty,  to  enjoy  ease 
and  quiet,  in  the  bosom  of  his  funiily  and 
delights  of  literary  and  agricultural  pur- 
suits. A  Hunker  Democrat  he  was  of  the 
strictest  .sect,  and  an  apologist  for  Slavery 
and  the  South.  But,  at  heart,  he  was 
above  all  party  bonds — he  was  a  Patriot, 
lika  most  men  of  Welch  origin.  His 
faiher,  Rev.  Dr.  H.  G.  Jones,  (first  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Uuiversity  at  Lewisburg)  was 
ehoson  a  Regimental  Chaplain,  at  Rux- 
borough,  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  grand- 
father. Rev.  David  Jones,  served  as  Chup- 
lain  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  Indian  W'lr 
following,  and  again  in  1812,  when  75 
ye«ra  of  age.  0(  this  period  is  the  follow- 
ing anecdote,  related  by  Prof.  Anderson 
in  SprNguc's  Annals  of  the  American 
Baptist  Pulpii  : 

"On  his  way  to  join  the  Army  of  the  North, 
Chaplain  Jones  ride  from  Xcw  BruiiswicU  to 
rs'ew  York  in  the  stage,  in  company  with  a 
number  of  KPnllemen,  ail  of  whi>m  seemed  to 
mke  a  lively  inicrest  in  the  political  a(f<iirs  of 
the  liav.  Among  them  was  a  young  lawyer, 
who  was  criticisins.  in  no  mea.sured  terms, 
ihc  policy  and  spirit  of  President  Madi.«on — 
'A  wealc  admini.strnlion — a  miserably  weak 
administration,'  was  the  epithet  which  he 
applied  to  the  powers  which  then  were.  Mr. 
Jones  had  sal  quietly,  taking  but  little  part  in 
the  discussion.  But  now  he  woke  up.  'Ves, 
sir,'  said  he,  'it's  a  weak  administration — mis- 
erably weak.'  Some  surprise  was  manifested 
at  this  concession  from  a  man  of  .VI r.  Jones' 
well-known  poliiical  principles.  'Yes,  indeed, 
a  mfsera/jli/  ivenk  nilmlnistriitimi.  If  President 
Madison  were  half  the  man  he  ought  to  be' — 
looking  full  in  the  eye  of  the  young  lawyer — 
>he  wmild  have,  hung,  lon^  ago,  scares  nf  such 
C'inf,)unfJt'J  Tnriei  us  yu  T  'Sir!'  said  the 
lawyer,  with  a  great  deal  of  warmth,  'if  you 
were  not  an  old  man,  yon  would  not  sav  thai 
to  me.'  'Yes,  yes,  sir' — replied  Mr.  Jones, 
shaking  his  head  energetically  toward  the 
angry  youth — 'and  if  I  were  not  an  old  man, 
you  would  not  dare  to  say  that  to  me!'" 


I  i 


In  July,  1861,  Judge  Jones  began  to 
rai.se  a  Regiment,  (the  58th  P.  V^.,)  which 
has  performed  valuable  pcrvices.  On  the 
22d  ult.,  near  Newborn,  N.  C.,  ho  acted 
as  Brig.  General,  and  surprised  a  Rebel 
camp    on    Gum    Swamp,    capturing     its 

'  artillery,  its  munitions,  50  horses  and 
mules,  200  prisoners,  and  atter  destroying 

,  the  works  retired  to  bis  camp — all  without 

;  los.".       The    next    day,    a    Rebel    force 

i  appeared,  but  did  no  damage,  until  a 
sharp-shooter,  concealed,  fired  a  ball 
which  struck  Col.  Jones    in  the  breast : 

,  be  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  orderly, 
exclaiming  "My  God — my  King  I"  and 
expired.  His  remains  were  sent  North 
for  burial,  with  all  the  honors  of  war. 
His  last  letter  to  a  brother-in-law,  dated 
18th  ult.,  has  the  following  impressive 
sentiments — the    hearty  oonvicticns  of  a 

,  bold,  brave,  conscienciouS|  self-aacrifioiog 

j  Christian  Gentleman  : 

j  "It  is  better  for  the  great  interests  of  man 
'  to  expend  the  whole  present  generation  at  the 
!  North,  than   to  consent  to  the  separation   of 

the  American  nation. We  are  not  ready 

!  for  peace  vet.  If  it  were  patched  up  l)y  nom- 
inal restoration  of  the  Union,  il  would  be  but 
a  hollow  truce.   We  must  whip  the  sleuth  into 

proper  respect   for  us. The  party  which 

attempts  to  embarrass  the  Government,  whe- 
ther its  measures  be  just  or  not.  will  be  as 
'teetotally  damned' as  the  old  Federalists  were. 

Stand  III/  the  Gomruntent  tmiil  the  storm  is 

over,  and  then  settle  whether  it  ought  to  have 
thrown  A's  or  B's  goods  overboard  to  lishten 
the  ship.  This  is  the  only  patriotic  doctrine — 
the  only  doctrine  sanctioned  by  the  practice 
of  other  nations  in  similar  emergencies,  and 
the  only  policy  which  the  American  people 
will  eventually  sustain." 


e  late  Coloiiei  J.  Uichtcr  Jones. 

To  the  EdUor  of  The  Praif : 

Sib  :  It  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  Ie?ira 
from  various  rources  of  the  death  of  one  of  our  fel- 
low-towDemen,  the  Hon.  Jon>  Kichteii  Josks, 
who  was  Colonel  of  the  58th  Kegiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteera.    The  New  York  HcraM's  eorreaponJent 
■".t  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  gives  full  p<»rticulars 
j  of  a  brilliant  engagement  of  Colonel  Jones,  in  which 
j  he  was   acting  brigadier   general;  and   closes   by 
I  otatiae  that  altar  the  whole  force  h.^d  returned  to 
!  thtir  camp  at  Uachelor's  Oreeli  Station,  and  the 
I  Coi  >nel  W8»   sftfe  within   his  own  lines,  he  was 
(  eh£:_iK:a  rebel  who  was  concealed  behind  achim- 
,  nei ,  ox.  a  house  several  hundred  yards  distant ;  and 
I  as  he  fell  lie  was  caught  by  his  faithful  orderiv,  Mi- 
chnel  Webber.    He  died  almost  instantly.    Tlia  last 
I  dietinct  words  he  was  heard  to  utter  were,  ••  iviv 
Got;— my  King."  The  body  of  the  Colonel  waatakefi 
to  Newbern  and  embalmed,  and  was  sent   home 
under  the  charge  of  his  nephews,  Captain  Cecil  Clay 
and  Lieutenant  Antony  Clay,  of  Company  K.    Prior 
to  its  de))arture  from  Newbern  General  foster  paid 
all  duo  respect  to  the  mercory  of  the  brax'eandls- 
meuteO  Colonel,  and  gave  him  a  brigadier  cencral's 
honors.    An  rioqueat  sddress  w.ns  delivered  bv  the 
P.ev.  Dr.  Stone,  chaplain  of  a  laassachusetta 'regi- 
ment, and  as  the  vessel  which  bore  the  body  left  the 
port  all  the  Hags  were  placed  at  half  mast.    The 
body  reached  New  Tork  on  Saturday  morning,  and 
it  is  evpf  cted  th.-it  it  will  be  interre"d  at  the  family 
burial  ground  early  this  week. 

Hi.s  death  will  cause  universal  regret,  for  the 
countn*  cannot  afford  to  lose  such  brave  and  bold 
oSicers. 

Colonel  Jone.=  wcs  tie  oldest  son  of  the  lata  E.?t.  Ho- 
rjuio  G.  Joneti.  D.D.,  of  Boxborough,  in  this  ciij-,  and 
W!is  born  in  1804.  He  griniuated  at  the  University  of 
Ppunsylvania  in  ISil,  avuIi  high  honor,  and  subse- 
ciuently  studifd  law.  and  was  .Tdmittsd  to  the  Philadel- 
libia  Bari^TovojnVierlT,  1527.  He  parened  his  profi-saion 
until  lJ>:-'6,  when  lie  rpceived  the  aopoimment  of  Jnd?a 
of  the  Court  of  floniinon  Plea.-4,  and  was  associated  with 
Hun.  Ed\va.rd  Kiug,  aspresidont  jiiJge,  and  Hon.  Archi- 
l>?id  Caiupbell,  Boii.  Jarats  Campbell,  and  Hon.  Anson 
\ .  Pai>-<>ui=,  as  aMO<  iate  juist  jce.s  of  that  oourt. 

In  1S4,  Li^^  teriii  of  office  expired,  and  he  soon  after  ra- 
rno-  I  d  to  SiiUivau  count y.  Pa. ,  biit  prior  to  his  remoTal 
nf>  lesidf  il  in  Itoxbciougb,  where  his  ancestors  hid  been 
!-ptlir-d  since  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  In  his 
q'lift  retiremtnt,  at  Eagiosuiero,  he  devoted  himself  to 
.nffrirnltnreand  literarr  pnrsuits,  but  frequently  yisited 
I'iniadeiphia.  and  generally  pas,<ed  part  of  eacn  season 
Willi  Jii.'-  relativof  ttiere  and  at  Koxborou?h. 

When  the  rebellion  broke  out, Colonel  Jones,  from  the 
outset.  e^pouKoii  the  cause  of  the  Governmout,  and  wont 
to  Wa-uiDgtoi;  to  slvi.se  with  the  Adraini6tri=^oa  what 
course  to  pursue.  He  coun.selled  the  moM  active  mea- 
.snre..",  but  his  advice  was  not  heoied.  and  he  returned. 
If  eiiuK  that  war  wf  iild  be  the  nliiuiate  result.  Thid  was 
long  prior  to  the  4th  of  March  ,1861.  Love  of  countrv  ■wa.s 
a  I  roiniiient  feature  in  hi.s  character,  a''id  thi;*  lio  hid 
iuiitritiu  from  iij.,  Ki-inui  father,  the  Rev.  David  Joaea, 
the  m.'^tly  celehiatetl  Kevouuionary  chaplain. 

Aii'.ii  eaviyday  he  otfered  his  services  to  the  Hovern- 
niPBt,  and  in  July,  i861,  haviusi  received  authority  to 
raise  a  regiment,  he  proceeded  to  do  so  with  hi^f  U4nal 
eiipray,  and  iu  Anirust  of  that  year  he  was  dulvcom- 
niifsiimed  as  rolonel  of  the  .Wth  lleKiment  Penn'-ylvania 
Vo!iii;teer3.  which  wa.s  i-liielty  raised  in  and  around 
Plaladplpliia.  with  the  addition  of  a  number  of  cjm- 
pantPci  from  the  interior  of  theState;  but  it  mav  he,  and 
wa.s  confidered  one  of  the  Philadelphia,  regiments, 
T!ie  camp  was  loctted  first  at  Itoxboronsh.  and  thoa 
near  'iirard  ColleRe.  On  tho  Sth  day  of  Mai-'-h,  1«2,  .. 
ColoBPi  Joueh  and  his  reKiuient  left  PhiUdaiphia,  and  - :. 
after  beinsrstntiojod  at  Camp  Hatniltou,  near  F.ntrass.'« 
JJIonroe,  lor  fome  time  he  formed  part  of  the  advance 
which  made  the  attack,  on  Norfolk,  and  his  re?imeut 
wa.s  diiioi!!{  the  first  to  enter  that  city. 

Attor  remaining  at  Portsmouth  durinu  the  smnra.ir  of 
lily),  he  was  onlored  iu  October  to  Saifolk,  where  he 
lound  on  the  Ulackwater  a  wider  field  for  activity. 

.'.nxiuns  to  be  of  sreater  use,  he  wa-s,  iu  Jaauary, 
liK;,  tran.sferrad  to  the  Department  of  Nortli  Carolina, 
under  Major  Oeneral  Foster.  His  camp  was  at  Batche- 
lor  -■  Creek  Station,  on  tho  railroad,  about  eight  miles 
from  Newbern,  X  C  .  and  he  occupied  that  oatpoit  with 
his  regiment  s.inc»  that  rime. 

While  at  this  iwht  he  hara.ised  the  rebels contiunally, 
and  was  constantly  planning  some  expedition  to  cut  off 
tueir  line  of  commniiioation.  His  uutirine  .;eal  la  the 
sood  cause  madj  him  an  object  of  ttie  .special  lialred  of 
tho  enemy,  who,  it  was  said.  oil.  ?d  a  reward  to  any 
who  would  take  him,  or  any  of  his  regimout,  dead  or 
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HEAD44UARTJiRS  HOAXK  GCAElD, 

CiTV  OK  PHILADKLPUIA,  Jniie2,  iS63. 
t  SPECIAL  OHDEK  Nik  D. 

I  Tlip  aDnonnrpuieiit  .)i  the  deiith  of  Colonel  JOHN 
KlcnTKB  JONES,  of  the  Fifty-oiKhth  Begunent  Pean- 
I  Kjlvania  Volunteers,  in  aetion,  r*c«utly,  iB-tht<  Depart- 
'  jcent  of  North  Carolinn,  com«s  to  us  asoneofthe  sad- 
j  dFiilng  realitieH  of  de-struetive  war. 
1      Horn  of  R<'rolntionary  .ttock-aiid  educated  in  thin  city, 

tjjaviugbpen  tfradxiatod  at  thenuiversityof  PeunKTlvauia 
with  higb  honors,  and  admiited  to  its  bar  in  the  year 
1S?7,  <\>!i>nel  Joues  became  a  sncce.tsful  ;ulviic»te  in  our 
**>ariou»  courtH,  and  continued  in  lull  praf-tice  till  the 
year  1836,  when  he  was  axjpointi-d  an  Ajwocinte  Jnd?e  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Plea*  of  the  City  siud  County  of 
Philadelphia,  whose  duties  he  porfonned  creditably  to 
hiniKelf,  and  with  satisfaction   to   his  fellow-citizeus, 
.  tiatil  the  year  1847,  when  his  t«rm  of  office  ended. 
;  .    Ou  lii.s  retirement  from  the  bench,  he  applied  himself 
j   to   ngriniltTire  and   to    lltprarr  pursuit.^,    lu   SuUivun 
I  ccnnty,  iu  this  rit;ite,  where  he  wa.<  sdou  distinsuished 
bi<M<  one  of  the  moH  useful   and  iultuential   men  in   the 

f  mmr. v  .  , 

!  f)n  the  occurr.-nce  of  the  pieiiput  i-fbcllion.  Colonel 
}  J(iue«,  with  tliiit  iintent  zeal  for  the  honor  iiud  welfare  of 
'<'«tiie  ciiuuti-y  which  characterized  hiiu,  thou!;h  without 
.•.•«jcv»'rifnce  in  military  atfaivs,  ottered  the  services  of  a 
ri'uiir.fid  ui  tptantrj' to  the  Hovornmeut  ior  t!ie  turni  of 
j  three  yen  IS,  ,. no  V*  nil  it  was  at  once  mustered  into  the 
■  {service  as  its  colonel. 

Having  .joined  the  army  at  Forti-ess  Monroe,  he  shartd 
in  tlif  '•apttiio  of  Norfolk,  and  »fter  jojich  Hctiye  service 
in  its  Tirinity  he  was  trausfeneit  tn  tho  Department  of 
iS'crth  Carolina,  in  which  he  lm»  «ervi>d  v.ith  groat 
credit  and  distinction  until  hi.>i  death,  a  few  d:iyo  <mice, 
in  liiittle. 
Having  the  confidence  of  hi>  .superior  officers,  and  the 
,  afl'v'ctiou  of  his  men.  Colonel  Jones  was  fretrtently 
Meiccted  for  the  execution  of  delicate  and  uitlicult 
enterprises  uBain.st  the  enemy,  the  succes.s  of  which 
was  sncb  that  liis  name  and  his  resiineut  became  famous 
ai:d  terrible  to  the  cueiny  iu  the  region  iu  which  he 
operated. 

A   'armov.    n   scholar,  a  irentleman,   a  soldier  and  a 

ChnstiBu,  Colonel  John   iticnter  .lo.u-s  iUustntU-d  tlit- 

ehftiact;Tot  each  iu  the  versatility  of  bis  employment, 

and  sealH  with  iiif  blood  his  devotion  to  his  country, 

,  ity,i;:teiirity  and  its  unit} . 

An  oxaniple  to  men  of  malm-e  age,  and  a  shinin?  litfht 
to  the  yiiuusr  in  tl:.'  path  of  duty,  the  name  of  John 
Kichtor  Junes  is  inncribc-d  high  on  the  uinstevroU  of 
fiinio,  while  his  ecuntry  inounis  the  sacrifice  ol  such  a 
man  iu  the  most  deplonible  of  wars. 
It  is  ordered: 

I.  That  Companies  A,  C  and  D  of  tlie  First  Koeimeat 
of  Artil!ei->- of  this  force  be  detaiicd  t:.  unite  with  the 
tuui'ial  es(\.rt  of  the  late  Colonel  John  iiicUter  Jones. 

II.  That  th-.y  be  repoitod  by  thoir  le^pfotive  c;ira- 
iiiuuding  ofiiccis  to  Colonel  Charlea  S.  Smith,  of  tlie 
OriY  U'-s.-rves,  its  comniaader,  at  Indejwndenee  Hall. 
at  o  0  ek'Ck  P.  M. .  on  Wednesday  next,  the  3d  in»t. ,  for 
that  ccrvue. 

III.  Captain  LoTprinfr,  Conip.^ny  A,  of  the  Second 
F.lrti-s,  will  receive  the  remain*  on  their  arrival  at  Kox- 
borcugh.  and  will  pay  the  li'^t  hunoi.  to  lUe  dl.-ii;i- 
gui.>h  •^d  dcvtd.     Dr  oi-ier  of 

A.  J.  Pl.TJA-SOKTOSi, 
B;-;,i.  Oou    C;:.',:n;uuUait  liewjfi'.;--!-!. 
W**  Dn.:nzo!xv,  A    Adjutant  (i^norii 


J 


